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Cosmic Consciousness   (complete) - Dr Alan Roberts  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gUB6C4_eyk 

 

 

 

Cosmic Consciousness: A Study in the Evolution of the  

Human Mind 
By Richard Maurice Bucke (1837-1902) 
 
‘1 Simple consciousness, which is possessed by the 
upper half of the animal kingdom.  By the means of 
this faculty a dog or a horse is just as conscious of the 

things about him as a man is;  he is also conscious of 
his own limbs and body and he knows that these are 
a part of himself.  2  Over and above this Simple 
Consciousness,  which is possessed by man, as well, 
man has another which is called Self Consciousness.  
By virtue of this faculty man is not only conscious of 
trees, and rocks, waters, his own limbs and body, but 
he becomes conscious of himself as a distinct entity 

apart from all the rest of the universe.  It is as good as certain that no animal 
can realise himself in that way. [CC p1, my italics] 
 
2  This is further refined into four distinct stages of intellect – first the 
perceptual mind – the mind made up of percepts or sense impressions [ a 

sound heard or an object seen]; second the mind made up of recepts- the mind of 
simple consciousness [he likens it to composite photography, building up percepts into a 

recept – various impressions built into a unity]; third we have the mind made up of 
percepts, recepts and ‘concepts’ [where the being becomes conscious of itself as a 

knower and can name and communicate these constructed forms ] and fourth and last we 
have the intuitional mind – the mind whose highest element is not a recept 
or a concept but an intuition . . . - sensation, simple consciousness and self 
consciousness are supplemented and crowned with cosmic consciousness.’  

[CC p16] 
 
3   Bucke disclosed that in his attempts to more fully understand his 
illumination experience of 1872, he was indebted to a certain C.P. [Caleb 
Pink p10] to whom he ascribed his further understanding of this 
illumination. C.P. was a self-educated laboring man, regarded by many who 
knew him as one who had a ‘Christ-like’ presence and lived a simple and 

honest life. 
 
4  ‘This consciousness shows the cosmos to consist not of dead matter 
governed by unconscious, rigid and unintending law,  it shows it on the 
contrary as entirely immaterial, entirely spiritual and entirely alive; it shows 
that death is an absurdity, that everyone and everything has eternal life;  it 
shows that the universe is God and that God is the universe, and that no 
evil did or ever will enter into it;  a great deal of this is, of course, from the 
point of view of self consciousness, absurd.’   [CC p17] 
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5 ‘Man’s progenitor was a creature (an animal) walking erect but with simple 
consciousness merely.  He was (as are today the animals) incapable of sin 
and equally incapable of shame (at least in the human sense).  He had no 
knowledge or feeling of good and evil . . . he fell (or rose) into self 
consciousness, his eyes were opened, he knew that he was naked, he 
acquired the sense of sin . . .became a sinner . . . and learned to do certain 
things in order to encompass certain ends – that is , he learned to labor.’   
[CC p6]  
‘ In still other words the animal cannot stand outside itself and look at itself, 
as any self conscious creature can.’  [CC p17] 
 
6  ‘Language is the objective of which self consciousness is the subjective.  
Self Con. and language (two in one, for they are two halves of the same 
thing) are the sine qua non of human social life, of manners, of institutions, 
of industries of all kinds, of all arts useful and fine.’   [CC p2]  ‘No word can 
come into being except as the expression of a concept, neither can a new 
concept be formed without the formation (at the same time) of the new word 
which is its expression. . . .not only does language fit the intellect , covering 
it in every part . . following all its turnings and windings but it fits it also in 
the sense of not going beyond it.’   [CC p26-7, his italics] 

 For Bucke conceptualising for a being is a double process [p15] constructing the 

thought form while simultaneously symbolising - it naming it so to representing it to 

itself.   

 

7 ‘Much more modern than the birth of intellect was that of the color sense.  We have 

the authority of Max Mueller for the statement “ It is well known that the distinction 

of color is of late date; that Xenophanes knew of three colors of the rainbow only – 

purple, red and yellow; that even Aristotle spoke of the tricolored rainbow; and that 

Democratus knew of no more than four colors – black, white, red and yellow.” . .  

And Mueller finds no Sanskrit root whose meaning has any reference to color. 

‘ That is to say the primitive Aryan not more than 15 to 20 thousand years ago . . . .did 

not distinguish any difference in tint between the blue sky, the green trees and grass, 

the brown or grey earth and the golden and purple clouds of sunrise and sunset.’  [CC 

p33] 

8 In the Rig Veda there are ‘hundreds’ of descriptions of the sky and no mention of a 

colour, in the Zend Avesta the heavens are meticulously described and the colours not 

mentioned.  In the Bible the sky and heaven are mentioned more than 430 times and, 

as in Greece and Asia Minor, this intensely blue contrasting sky is never mentioned. 

‘According to this law the energy – the power of exciting vision – of the red rays is 

several thousand times as great as the energy of the violet and there is a regular and 

steady decrease of energy as we pass down the spectrum from red to violet . . .exactly 

what ancient literature and etymology tell us takes place.’  [CC p36] 
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